Integrated medical student teaching. A combined course in community medicine, general practice, geriatric medicine and mental health.
In order to provide "horizontal" integration of related clinical subjects, a combined teaching course in community medicine, general practice, geriatric medicine and mental health has been devised. The course lasts 12 weeks and is divided between joint teaching of topics of common interest and clinical clerkships in individual disciplines. A joint assessment takes place at the end of the course. The course was popular with students who all felt that it covered topics not encountered in other parts of the medical curriculum. A course of this type leads to a better integration of clinical subjects and avoids repetition or omission of topics which are not clearly the responsibility of any individual department.